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10 B xix. 35, 16 es 


For I bab Was" Reiter 


eil, 
and that Hes ſha "on at the larter 
day upon the earth. 


Pers though aſter my kin, worms 
deſtroy this body, 75 yer, in my feb. 


fall 1 fee Cl: 


Whom I Hall ſee for If, ad mine 
eyes ſhall Lodi 27 3 another, 
2 my ' reins * n with: 


In me. c 

* 5 * : 
\ HIS chapter contains Job's an- 
wer to Bildad the. Sbubite, who 
in the preceding one had repre- 
ſented him as a wicked man, and 
one that knew not Go Sand had ſaid many 
ſevere things concerffing him, which ſhews, 
that he looked upon hi 
and devoted to r A. Lud deſtruction, all 
which he ef toro bot his preſent affli- 
cCitions, and conduct under them. 7 tre- 
plics, by granting, that he was under very 
28 | A2 great 
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rejected of God, "I 
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"> A Sermon on the Death of the | 
great and ſore afflictions, which he particu- 
larly enumerates, and therefore Was a pro- ' 
per object of pity and compaſſion, and 
ought not to be uſed in the barbarous and 
inhuman manner he was by him and his 
other friends; and, that he ought not to 
be traduced as a wicked man, and ignorant 
of the Divine Being, ſince he did know / God: 
as his living Redeemer, was able, in the 
midſt of all his afflictions, to exerciſe faith 
and hope in him, and believe, that he 
ſhould everlaſtingly enjoy him. And tho 
MET Bildad had repreſented deſtruQion * near at 
l hand, which mould devour the firength' of 
his in; yea, even his whole ſtrength, and 
bring him ta the king of terrors; this gave 
him no frighrful apprehenſion; he knew in 
whom he had believed, and to whom he 
had commſtted both ſoul and body: Though 
he ſaw himſelf in a waſting conſumption, 
reduced to ſkin and bones, an had reaſon 
to conclude, that he ſhould - in a ſhort time 
be laid in the ſilent grave, and the remains 
of his body be the repaſt of worms; yet he 
believed he ſhould riſe out of his duſty bed, 
live again, and be for ever bleſt, wich unin- 
tertupted communiort ggith his living Re- 
deemer. Bildad mad intimated that his 
light ſhould be put 51. and the ſpark FA 
( his fire ſhould not Hine; chat the light. 


— ——— — — ie; 5 — 
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+. T Job XVnI. 12, 13. 1 dVer. $, 6, 


| 25 1 * A 


5 


ſhould 


K 


uid ba dark in his. tabennucle, and his 
Canale ſhould be put ont 404th lum. Job, on 

Kube contrary, was fully aſſured that bis Re- 
deemer would plead his cauſe, bring him 
forth to the light, and he ſhould behold his 
righteouſneſs: That though for à time be 


ſhould be ſhut up in the dark and gloomy 


grave, yet he ſhould rife from thence, and 
zn his fleſh fee God, whom he ſhould /ee for 
himſelf, and his ou ſhould Behold, ay wo. 
another. 

Theſe wards may be cee as boa 
taining the ſubſtance of what was Job's 
ſupport under his preſent trgubles, the un- 
kind treatment af His friends nd others, and 
in the views of death and eternity. His 
troubles were many and great; he had loſt 
both his children and his ſubſtance, bis bre- 
thren and acquaintance were eſtranged from 
him, bis k ins folk failed him, and his fami- 
liar friends had forgotten him; his maids 
counted him a ſtranger, and his ſet vants re- 
fuſed to obey him; his breath was ſtran 
to his wife, young children deſpiſed bim, 
and all his inward friends abhorred him; 
his; body was filled: wich à loathſome diſ- 
eaſe, and was become a mere fkeleron, his 
bones clea ved to his ſł in and fleſh, and he 


juſt eſcaped with the ſkin of his teeth; and 


in this moſt ſorrow ful condit ĩon had none 
co pity him, or ſhew any compaſſion to him. 


Add to chis, that he had received the ſen- 
2 dence 


Reverend My. Edward: Wallin. 9; 
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6 A Sermon on the Death of the 1 
tence of death in himſelf; and judged that 
he was near his laſt end, and long home 
_ "My face, ſays he, is foul with weeping, av 
en my. eye-lids is the ſhadow of death. » ] |; 
" breath is corrupt, my days are extin#?, ane 
the graves are ready for me. He was wait- 
ing and looking for death and, the grave, 
and endeavoured to make them eaſy and fa- 
miliar to him: FI wait, ſays he, the® 
grave is mine houſe: I have made my bed in 
the darkneſs, I have ſaid to corruption, tbou 
art my father, to the. worm, thou art my mo- 
ther and my fiſter. Now Job's ſupport un- 
der all this was, his ſettled and ſecure inte- 
reſt, in a living Redeemer, the delightful 
proſpect he had of his appearance in the lat- 
ter day, the reſurreQion of the ſame bod 
by him, and the glory and happineſs whic 
ſhould follow upon that; and indeed, no- 
thing ſhort of this can yield ſolid relief and 
comfort, when affliftions preſs hard, death 
ſtares in the face, and an awful eternity is 
in view, | | | 
Such were the joy and peace this good 
man's ſoul was, filled with, through believ- 
ing theſe things, that for the glory of the 
Redeemer's grace, and' the encouragement 
of others, he's deſirous that the words by 
which he had expreſſed them, might be 
tranſmitted to the lateſt poſterity. Ob, ſays 


Job xvi. 16. Chap. xvii, 115, 14. 


2 he, 


* : 


WReverend Mr. Edward Wallin. 7 
he , that my words were now written; oh thas 
9 were printed in à book, that they were 
wr with an iron pen and lead, in the rock 
or ever. This refers not to whatihe had 
aid before, to the apology and defence he 
had made for himſelf againſt the unjuſt cen- 
ſures of his friends, hut to what follows af- 
ter, to the words of my text, to which 
theſe are a preface; and it ought to be 
obſerved, that the Hebrew particle Van 
placed at the beginning of my text, is not 
to be render'd by the adverſative but, as it 
often is, nor by the copulative and, as fre- 
quently it is, nor by the illative or cauſal , 
particle for, as it is here in our tranſlation, 
hut by an explanative*, ſuch as namely, or 
to wit, and ſo the words ſtand in connection 
with the former in this manner; Oh tbat 
my words were written ; oh that they were 
printed in a book, that they were graven with 
an iron pen and lead, in the rock for ever, 
namely, or to wit, I know that my Redeemer 
hiveth, &c. He would have theſe words 
written, that they might abide; and not 
written only by a private perſon, and for 
gr ivate uſe, but he would have them print - 
ed or engroſſed (for printing is not to be 
taken in a ſtrict ſenſe, it being a late inven- 
tion) by ſome publick notary, and regiſter'd 
Job xix. 23, 24. 


f Vid. Noldii Concordant, Particular, Ebraeo Chald x. 287, 
n. 1208, where ſeveral inſtances afe given of this uſe of it. 


among 


* 


* 


* , * 
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1 A Sermon on the Death of tb 
among the publick acts, which are moſt 
likely to continue; but in as much as bo 
1 and writings may be loſt, are liable to Cors | 
1 ruption and rottenneſs, to be eaten by morhy, , 
or conſumed by fire, he would have his 
words engraven with an iron pen, on ſheets 
of lead®, upon which, as well as on braſs, 
it was uſual to engrave publick acts for 
long preſervation 3+ and Goring leſt this 
ſhould not be ſufficient, he deſires they, 
might be cur out on ſome rock or another, 
where they might abide for ever. And per- 
| haps he may mean the rock out of which 
bs his tomb was made, in which he deſigned 
to be interr'd, ſince it was cuſtomary with 
the eaſtern people to make ready their tomhs 
beforchand, and to hew them our of rocks, 
as appears from the inſtance of To/eph of 
| | Arimathea; and then Job's requeſt and with 
. is this, that though he deſir'd no ſtately 
[ monument to perpetuate his memory, no 
; pyramid or marble ſtatue to be erected for 
| him; a tomb cut out of a rock was ſufh- 
* @&icnc for him; yet he earneſtly begg'd, that 
theſe words might be his Any eu -e, 
his funeral epitaph; that theſe, even theſe, 
might be inſcribed on his ſepulchral monu- 


1 


* _— — — _ w 
= — — — —ͤ¶m . — D — — 
* 


X 


£ Poſtea publica monumenta plumbeis voluminibus, , mox & ; 
privara linteis confici coepta, aut ceris, Plin. Nat, Hiſt. J. 13. 
c. 11. Fuit que antiquithmi moris, publica monumenta plum- 
| beis voluminibus ; privata autem linteis deſcribi: in quibas 
nonnunquam publica, Alex ab Alex. 1. 2. c. 30. 


985 ment, 


Reverend Mr. Edward Wallin. 9 


ond. his rocky grave, I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, Ke that ſo every one that 
paſſed by might read them; and, if it was 
the will of God, receive ſome advantage by 
them. Job had his wiſhes in ſome meaſure 
anſwered, though, perhaps, not in his own, 
yet in a better way. Theſe words of his are 
written in the moſt publick book in the 
world, and are among the moſt authentie 
records, the ſcriptures of truth, where they 
ſtand, and will ſtand to the lateſt ages, as a 
teſtimony of his faith. in Chriſt, and for 
the ſupport and encouragement of other 
ſaints. 


Theſe words may be rightly call d Job 3 


creed, or the confeſſion of his faith, which 
confiſts of various articles; ſome of which 
reſpect the living Redeemer, and his intereſt 
in — * and others, his ſtate and condition 
at, by, and after death, and to all eternity; 
and are as follow, 


I. That he had, and he knew that he had, 
an intereſt in a living Redeemer, 
II. That this living Redeemer ſhould and 
upon the earth at the latter day. 
Ul. That as for himſelf, he ſhould die, 
retutn to duſt, and be devour'd by 
wWorwms. 
IV. That he ſhould riſe again from the 


dead, with true fleſh, and the ſame 
body. And, 
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10 A Sermon on the Death of the , 


V. That he ſhould enjoy the bearific vi- 


ſion of God to all eternity. '- 

I. The firſt article in this creed of Job, is, 
that he had, and knew that he had an inte- 
reſt in a living Redeemer, * I know that my 
Redeemer hiveth ; or, as the words may be 
literally render'd, I know my living Redeem- 
er; by whom we are not, with ſome Jewiſß 
writers, to underſtand any mere man, who 
was then alive, or ſhould hereafter live, and 
riſe up, and plead the cauſe of Fob, aſſert 
his right, and defend his innocence ; for, 
as a learned interpreter obſerves *, che word 
Redeemer properly belongs to God, and is 
ſcarce ever uſed in ſcripture of any other, 
in any ſenſe of it. Some perſons may be 
ſaid ro be redeemers, in as much as- they 
have been God's inſtruments to deliver his 
people, ſuch as Sampſon, Gideon, and others; 
particularly Moſes, is ſaid to be ' a ruler and 
a deliverer, M/pwrns, 4 redeemer, becauſe 


he was made uſe of by God for the redemp- 


tion of his people Tae! from Egypt, and 
was an eminent type of the Redeemer Jeſus. 


* NN Ni Et ego novi Redemptorem meum 
vivum, Ar. Mont an. er 

I Rejected by Ramban in Mercer in loc. 

K Vox Redemptoris proprie Dei eſt, & vix in ſcriptura reperi- 
tur de alio dicta, quam de Deo, quocunque modo ſumatur, 
Bolducius in loc, | * 7 

2 Adds vii. 3 


Reverend Mr. Edward Wallin. 11 


Some think ® by the living Redeemer is 
meant God the Father; and it muſt be al- 
lowed, that he is often called fo in the Old 
Teſtament, he being the Rock of Tſrael, and 
the high God their Redeemer ; but then it 
may be obſerved, that all the temporal re- 
demptions and deliverances of God's people 
under that diſpenſation, are eafily appli- 
cable to the Meſſiah, the Angel of his pre- 
ſence, who in his love and pity redeemed them, 
and bore them, and carried them all the days 
' of old® ; and certain it is, that he was ſpo- 
ken and propheſied of, and promiſed, un- 
der the character of a Redeemer, to the Old. 
Teſtament ſaints, and as ſuch they expected 
him; who being come, has by his blood abs. 
tained eternal redemption for his people: 4 
conclude therefore, that he is principally 
deſigned in my text. There are ſeveral 
things to be conſidered in this firſt article of 
faith. LY 8 

Firſt, The character of Chriſt as a Re- 
deemer. g „ 

Secondly, The excellency of him as ſuch, 
a living Redeemer. 

Thirdly, Fob's intereſt in him, my Re- 
deemer. | 2 

Fourthly, The knowledge he had of this, 
J know that my Redeemer li veth. 


m So Mercer in loc. 
2 Iſa. Ixiii. 9. 


B 2 Firſt, 
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Fir, 1 ſhall conſider the character of 
Chriſt as a Redeemer; what it ſuppoſes; 
how he came to Juſtain It; and how quali- 
fied. he is for it. | 

z; Jt ſuppoſes perſons to. be redeemed z 
the Redeemer and the redeemed are corre- 
lates, they mutually imply, and have a re- 
ſpect to each other. It will not be unneceſ- 
ſary. to enquire, who theſe perſons are; 
tbeſe are not all the individuals of human 
nature,. which have been, are, or ſhall be 
on che earth; for if theſe are all redeemed 


by Chriſt, they are redeemed by him either 


in whole or in part; if in part only, then 
Chriſt is a partial, or an imperfect Redeem- 
er, which muſt reflect diſhonour upon him; 
if they are wholly redeemed, then they are 
redeemed from all fin, and the conſequen- 
ces of it, and in the iſſue ſhall be eternally 
ſaved; which cannot be ſaid of all mankind. 
Beſides, if ſo, thoſe who are redeemed could 
not be ſaid to be redeemed from among Men, 

or, out of every kindred and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation, or to be a peculiar people. 

Thoſe whom Chi iſt has redeemed are ſuch 
as the Father has'choſen in him, and has gi- 
yen to him to be his people and portion ; 
eleRing and redeeming grace being exactly 
commenſurate to each other: Bleſſed be the 
Lord God of Iſrael, who hath wifited and re- 


Rey. xiv. 3, & v. 9. Tit. if. 14. 
deemed 


Reverend Mr. Edward Wallin. i2 
deemed his people v. But my Deſign is not 


to enter into this controverſy now. 90 

2. It ſuppoſes theſe perſons redeemed to 
have been in a ſtate of bondage and ſlavery, 
as they are by nature to ſin; they are the 
ſervants of it, vaſſals to it, ſnut up in it, 
are overcome by it, and in bondage under 
ir; for while they promiſe them liberty, they 
themſelves are the ſervants of corruption, for 
of whom a man is overcome, of the ſame is be 
brought in bondage. They are alſo under 
the law, ſhut up in it, impriſon'd by it, in 
bondage to it; they are under it as an accu- 
ſing, convincing, and condemning law, 
and as conſidered in themſelves expoſed to 
the curſes of it: They are likewiſe taken and 
led captive by ſatan at his will, who is there- 
fore called by the name of captivity” ; and 
as he by his ſuggeſtions and temptations fet- 
ters them the more ſtrongly in their luſts, ſo 
by his terrifying them with the fears of death, 
they are ſometimes a conſiderable while /ub- 
ject to bondage. 

3. It implies a deliverance from all this; 
redemption obtained by Chriſt, from which 
he is denominated a redeemer, is a delive- 
rance from fin, from all fin, and all the 
wretched conſequences of it; he gave him- 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
entquity . It is owing to redemption by 


Luke i. 68, * 2 Pet. jj. 19, Pal. lxviii, 18. f Tit. ii. 14. | 


Chriſt 


9 / 
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ul Chrift that His people are in time delivered 

+ from the dominion of ſin, to which they 

were ſubje&, are ſecured for ever from the 
damning power of it, and ſhall hereafter be 
| entirely freed from the very being of it. It 
| is alſo a deliverance from the law; it is not 

. 5 | an exemption from obedience to it, as a rule 


of walk and converſation, but from tis cuſs + 
| and condemnation of it as a covenant of 
= works * ; Chriſt hath redeemed us from r be 
0 curſe of the lau, being made ae for us. 
| | It is likewiſe a deliverance. 

| vertue of it, the prey-is mn fre 
| ty, and the lawful captive 15 deltvered; the 
U ſtrong man armed is ſpoiled of his goods, 

| finners are delivered from the power of 
| darkneſs, are turned from the power of ſa- 
| tan to God, and this becauſe Chriſt © has 
| | ranſomed them from the hand of him that was 
| Fronger than they, In a word, Chriſt has 
| ranſomed his people from the power of 
1 the grave, redeemed them from death, 
and has ſaved them from their enemies 
| and from the hand of all that hared 
them. | r ä 
| 4. This redemption which gives Chriſt 
the character of a redeemer, is obtained 
| either by power or by price. There is a 
j redemption by power; thus God redeemed 
rhe people of J/rael out of Egypt with a 


| t Gal. 1, 13. V er. xxxi. IT. 


Aretebed 
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Arete bed out arm, and with great Yuds- 
ments ; and in this way Chriſt bas redeemed 
his people from ſatan, and other enemies; 
for by the ſtrength of his arm he has de/troy- 
ed bim who had the power of death, which 
is the devil; and by the greatneſs" of his 
might has ſported principalities and powers, 
- and reſcued his people- from the devouring 
jaws of death and deſtruction. There is al- 
ſo a redemption by price; I are not pour 
own, ye ag bought with a price v, which 
price is netcor-up#ible things, as filver and 
gold, but the precious blood off Chriſt, This 
is the «rTi2v]poy, the ranſom, the redemp- 
tion price, which is a ſufficient one, it be- 
ing the blood of an innocent perſon, the 
ſpotleſs lamb of God, and the ſame blood 
with ours, and ſhed in our room and ſtead ; 
and beſides all this, the blood of the ſon of 
God, and therefore muſt have an infinite 
vertue and efficacy in it: This price was 
paid, not into the hands of ſatan, by whom 
we were detained captives, but into the 
hands of God, the ſovereign proprietor of 
us, againſt whom we have ſinned, and whoſe 
juſtice muſt be ſatisfied. ' Chrift has redeem- 
ed us to G by hus-blood *, 

5. If it ſhould be aſked, how came Chriſt 
to be the Redeemer of his people ? It may 
be anſwer d, that his Father called him to 


VI Cor, vi. 19, 20. 1 Pet. i. 18,19, * Rev, v. 9. 
1 | it, 
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it, and appointed him this work in the coun 


cil of peace, when he ſaid to him ?, It is 4 


| light tbing, that thou ſhouldſt be my ſervant, 


to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore 
the preſerved of Iſrael. I will alſo give 
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
earth. Chriſt agreed to all this, and a co- 
venant was enter'd into by them both, which 
for its original, ſubſtance, and end, is com- 
monly called the covenant of grace, and 
from this principal article of it, the cove- 
nant of redemption; in conſequence of which 
Chriſt was ſent in the fulneſs of time to re- 
deem them that were under the law * and by 
his blood he has pracured ir, and is of , God 
made unto us that, as well as other bleſſings 
of grace. | | dir any 
6. Chriſt was ſufficiently qualified for this 
work. As God, the Lord of hoſts, he is a 
mighty Redeemer, able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, and has a fulneſs of abilities an- 
ſwerable to the undertaking. As man he 
has a right unto it, being the Goel, the near 
kinſman of his people, which is the ſenſe 
of the words * in my text, to whom, 


Y Tſa, xlix. 6. Gal. iv. 4. 35s 

1 a radice N Redemit, vendicavit, vindicayit: Par- 
ticip. 9WJ propinqus, cognatus, qui jus vindiciarum habebarz. 
Buxtorf. Sic vocat Chriſtum, Fob xix. 25. qui carnem noſtram 
aſſumens factus eſt noſter frater, conſanguineus, ut nos tx 
poteſtate diaboli redimendi jus ad ipſum pertineret. Scbis dler, 
lex Fentaglott. Col, 267, | Fe? | 
accord- 


2 
3 
1 
F 
ö 


gccording to the law, the right of redemp- 
tion belonged. As God-nian and Mediator 
he was fit for it, baving a ptaper regard to 
bath parties, and a juſt and ſtriſt concern 
for things pertaining: to God, aud to mate 
raconriltation for tbe fins. of the płuple. The 
redemption which Chriſt has effected is a com- 
plete and an etetnal one, and is hat could 


never ha ve been procured by any other per- 


ſon, or in any other way. The eacellency 
of this redemption; and the author of it, 
cannot be ſufficiently expreſſed by us: There 
is one peculiar epithet given him in my 


text, which I am now. naturally led to con- 


ſider, which is, Fun, en L 
\ Secondly, That Chriſt is a Redeemer that 
_ or a living Redeemer; which may 
r 
7 1 The anilence.of Chriſt : In this Senſe 
the phraſe is uſed in Heb. vii. 8. where it is 
witneſſed, of Melchtzegech, ' thut he liveth; 
, e. exiſts; or is in being. Chriſt was in 
ing in Jobë's time, and exiſted chen under 
the character of a Redeemer... Indeed, he 
was in being before Jo or Abrabam, or 
any t perſon ; | Before Abraham was, 1 
am, ſays be*; he Mas in the beginning with 


God; and was God; by whom alb creatures 
were brought into being; he exiſted as a 
Redeemet from. th: foundation of the world; 
4 232 1 , 's > 1 a 
ni 23 Ihn viii. 38. 
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he was not only ſo in deſignation and ap- 
pointment, but in reality; the virtue of his 
future redemption reached to all the Old 
Teſtament ſaints, who were all juſtified 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; had-all their fins pardoned through that 
blood, which was ſhed for the redemption of 
tranſgreſſions that were under the firſt teſta- 
ment; and ſaved by the grace of the ſame 
Lord Jefus Chriſt as we are; they then 
viewed him as Job did; and we do now 
as the living Redeemer, who then exiſted 
as ſuch. © BI > FI 
2. The eternity of Chriſt. To ſay that 
Chriſt lives, or is living, is to ſay, that he 
is eternal: As God he is from everlaſting to 
everlaſting; as God-man and Mediator he 
was ſet up from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was; his goings forth, in the covenant 
of grace, were of ola, from everlaſting ; he 
is the alpha of all God's ways, and the omega 
of all his works; he is the fr/t and the laſt, 
the beginning and the end, which is, and 
20hich was, and which is to come, 

3. The ſtability, permanency, and im- 
mutability of Chriſt. This ſtands oppoſed 


I —iůQ cr MR... . vv 


to the incon , and mutability of every - || 


thing in this world, which Fob had a large 


experience of, and under which he was ſup- 
ported by this conſideration. Thęre was a 
change in his outward circumſtaſites, his 
ſubſtance was gone, but his- Saviour was in 

| "Cu... 1 —_— 
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being ; his children were dead, but his Re- 
deemer lived; his friends and relations were 
fickle, inconſtant, mutable, but his Feſus 
was the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever“. 
What ſupported Phe may ſupport ſaints in 
the like circumſtances ; whateyer changes 
and viciſſitudes _ undergo, Chriſt re- 
mains the ſame, and his years f. 2 not: Tho 
friends and relations die, and the ſtrongeſt 
ties and bonds of nature are unlooſed, and 
every relation ceaſes, as thoſe of huſband 
and wife, parents and children, maſter and 
ſervant, paſtor and people, yet the Redeem- 


er ever lives, and relation to him can never 


be loſt. Though as man he once was dead, 
he'll die no more, death ſhall have no more 
dominion over him; he is alive, and ſhall 
live for evermore, and that for the good, 
comfort, and happineſs of his people; for 
he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them, 
4. The life of Chriſt, This he has in 
himſelf for all his people ; he has a fulneſs 
of life, he is the fountain of it, all ſpiritual 


and eternal life ſpring from him: As God 


he has an original, underived life, which is 


not given him by, or received from ano- 


* ther; but as Mediator, the Father has given 


. 7 2 to have life in himſelf; and this pike is 


Paraphraſe renders the Word by I'D firm, 


— durable ;. the ſeptuagint by wera@, perperual, con- 
t, Which alwg s ontinues. N 
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in conſequence of a requeſt of his to him v 


He asked life of thee, ond thou gaveſt it him, 


even length af days for ever and ever. He 


came into this world that his people might 


have life, and that in abundance; he gives 
it to them, and it is ſecured in him; their 
life is bid with Chrift in God“: This lays a 
ſolid foundation for faith and hope, both 
with reſpect co a final perſeyerance in grace 
and holineſs, and to the reſurrection of the 
body at the laſt day: Becauſe I live, fays * 
Chriſt, ye hall live alſo; which is, and will 
appear to be true, both of a ſpiritual and 
corporal life. But, 16 

Thirdly, Fob expreſſes his faith in Chr iſt 
as bis. Redeemer ; he aſſerts and claims 
intereſt. in him, when he calls him my Re- 
deemer 3 which is more than to lay or believe 
that he is 4 Redeemer. It is one thing, 
with the men of Samaria, to know, be- 
lieve, and own, that Chriſt is the Saviour 
of the world, and another ching, with Feb 
and other believers, to know, own, and de- 
clare him to be our Saviour and Redeemer ; ; 
the one without the other will be-of little 
avail ; the one is indeed abſolutely requiſite 


to the other. The diſciples of Chriſt are 


juſtly reprehended for their ſlowneſs to be- 
lieve, and for their heſitation about Chriſt's 
being he who was to redeem 1jrael. And 


* Pfal, x23, 4. Col iii 3. John xiv, 19. 
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an the other hand, ſuch are commended 


who believe that Jeſus is the Son of God, 


the Meſſiah and Saviour of the World; for 
without believing that.he is a Redeemer we 
can't believe in him as ours; but then, ſuch 


a faith is not to be depended on, becauſe it 


may be where there is no true grace, no go- 
ing out to Chriſt, relying on him, or com- 
mitting any thing to him. 

Again, ſuch an act of faith as ob here puts 
forth on Chriſt, is more chan a bare reliance 
on him, or hope of intereſt in him. Souls, 
when firſt awaken'd to ſee their need of 


Chriſt, and the worth of him, long for an 


intereſt in him, but can't claim. it; their 
language = 0 me Chriſt? or die; but 
gan t ſee their property in him ; under a 
ſenſe of their periſhing condition, and with 
ſome encouraging hopes of finding grace 
and mercy they venture on him, reſolving, 
that if they periſh they'll periſh at his feet; 
they pur their mouths in the duſt, if fo be 
there may be hope; and ſomerimes encou- 
rage themſelves, that there is hope in Iſrael 
concerning this thing; and ſo are help'd to 
truſt in Ss Lord, and ſtay themfelves upon 
the mighty God of Jacob. But, 


This is expreſſive of a very „ at of * 


faith, ſuch as was the church's, when ſhe 
faid?, My beloved is mine, and 4 0% 1; 


D Cant. ii. 16. 
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and Thomas's, when he made a declaration 
of it in theſe words |, i My Lord and my God; 
and the apoſtle Pauls, who could ſay , 

Who hath loved ne, and hath given * If 

r me. 

15 Now ler it be obſerved, that it is not . 
or any other act of faith, that gives a ſoul 
an intereſt in Chriſt ; not this a&t, becauſe 
then none could be ſaid to have an inte- 
reſt in him, unleſs they had the faith of 
aſſurance; nor any other act, becauſe a man 
can't believe unleſs he is alive in Chriſt 
and no man can be alive in Chriſt without 
an intereſt in him, conſequently then an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt is before faith, and not by 
it; He that bet and Wewer 5 in me ail 
never die. An intereſt in Chriſt is not got 
but given; it is not obtained by faith, nor 
any other act of the creature, but is owing 
to the free grace of God. Faith views an 
intereſt in Chriſt as freely given; aſſerts and 
claims it on that act of grace, but doęs not 
procure it, 

An intereſt in Chriſt is the greateſt of bleſ- 
ſings: To be able to ſay theſe two words in 
faith, my redeemer, is the greateſt mercy in' 
the world. If a man could ſay, the whole 
world was his; all the riches of the Indies, 
the vaſt treaſures that lie in the ſeveral parts 
of the univerſe; all the kingdoms, inheri- 


i John xx, 28. x Gal. ii. 20. John xi. 26. 
b tances, 
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tances, and poſſeſſions of the earth his, what 
would it ſignify, if he could not ſay, that 
Chriſt was his ? This is the chief of mercies, 
and what gives a title to all the other bleſ- 
ſings of grace, which are all the believers, 
becauſe Chriſt is his, and he is Chriſt's: 
Tis a diſcovery of this which ſupports the 
ſoul in dying moments, and when juſt ready 
to enter upon an inviſible world. ham 
have I in heaven but thee? And there is none 
upon earth I defire befides thee ; my fleſh and 
my heart faileth, but God ts the' ſtrength of 


my heart and my portion for ever“. Fob not 


only had an intereſt in Chriſt ; but, 


Fourthly, He knew it: 1 know that my. 


Redeemer liveth. This was not a mere ſpe- 
culative knowledge of the Meſflah, which 
he might have by ſpecial revelation, as Ba- 
laam had, or from the firſt intimation of 
him, as fhe ſeed of the woman, that ſhould 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head, to our firſt pa- 
rents; which was, no doubt, traditionally 
handed down to Job's time; but Fob not 
only knew that there was a Redeemer pro- 
miſed, that he then exiſted, but he knew 
him to be his Redeemer. Nor was this 
knowledge only a knowledge of . approba- 
tion. Thoſe who ſavingly know Chriſt do 
approve of him above all other perfons or 
things in heaven or in earth; he/is«to them 


" pſal. lxxiii, 255 16. = , QI i! 
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intereſt in Chriſt, and title to heaven, s 
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Ä — among ten thoyſand': They vi- 
ue bim for his 10 perſbnal excellencigs;. and 
proper qualifications 10 ibs a Redenmeb; 
they like and approve of him to be theirs; 

as did Fob *; Whos: he aid. He alſs ſhall he 
vation. But then this! was not all, he 
not only appfoved of him as 2 Redeemer, 


= he knew him to be his; Nor was this 


knowledge only a fiducial ones they that 
know — his perſon, blood «nl righ- 
teouſneſs, will put their truſt in bim; and 

as their dle df him inereaſes, t heit 
dont rg in him will grow: And ſuch a 


truſt wag repoſed att him by Fob, who could 


ſaye, Though be ſlay me, yet will I truſt in 
him ; but he does not ſtop here; he aunts 
the higheſt ſtæp in the ladder of faith; and 
riſes up toi a full affurance of it; he could 
ſay as the apoſtle Paul long after did, under 
greater light, and Market, diſcoveries; of 
Chriſt o, 1 —— h I have believed. and 
T am oerfaaaed, that be is able to heep that 
which { baue n 15 bin ei that 


Day. 


"The dodrrine of tre. is dearyid. by 
Papiſts, and now-a-days diſcouraged. by mas 
ny who ate. called Prateſtauts,, and unders 
ſtood experimentally by 2 very few. is 
true, indeed; that for a man to ma 


© Job xiii. 16. Ser. 15. 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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higheſt pitch of grace he arrives to here, 


yet this may be attained under the influences 


of the Spirit of God, without an extraordi- 
PArY revelation; as is objected. You'll ſay, 
how do any know their intereſt in Chriſt, or 
that he is their Redeemer? I anſwer, this 
may be, and is known, from the inhabita- 
tion of the Spirit in them, Hereby we Eno, 
that we dwell in bim, and be in us, becauſe 
be bath given us of bis Spirit: This is known 
alſo from the teſtimony of the Spirit wit- 
neſſing with their ſpirits; that they are the 
children and heirs of God, and co-heirs wich 
Chriſt ; and from the work of the ſpiric up- 


on their ſouls; which is a fruit and effe& o 


redeeming grace, arid from the benefits © 
redemption being applied to them; ſuch as 
righteouſneſs, patdon of fin, atonement; 
and the like; this is certain; that they, to 
whom the bleſſitigs of redemption are ap- 
plied, are intereſted in the Redeemer; who 


tnay juſtly conclude; from theit receiyin 


the carneſt of the redemption of the. purcha- 


Jed inheritance, chat they ſhall enjoy the 


whole: The connexion between grace and 
glory is inſeparable, and he that has the one 


may be ſute of the other. So much for the 


firſt article of Job's faith. 
— 8 


| * EP | | 
II. The ſecond article in this creed is, 


that the living Redeemer ſhall Rand upon 


Job iv. 13. 
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the earth in the latter day. The word day 
is not in the original text, but is a ſupple- 
ment of the rranſlators; hence ſome inter- 
preters leaving it out, refer the word latter 
or /aff, not to time, but perſons, about whom 
they can't agree; ſome * aſcribing it to God 
the Father, who is the firſt and the laſt, 
the eternal God, who, as he is before all 
creatures, ſo he will continue after all 
have had their beings, and have acted their 
part in this world. Others to Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom the ſame characters of Alpha and 
Omega, the firſt and the laſt belong. Others 
ro * Fob himſelf, who, they ſuppoſe, calls 
himſelf the laſt upon the earth, h. e. the mean- 
eſt among men, * the tnoſt deſpicable of 
creatures, the off- ſcouring of all things, and 
the refuſe of the earth; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, declares his faith and confi- 
dence, that he ſhould fand, keep his ground, 
maintain his cauſe, and carry his point, 
againſt his friends, having an intereſt in ſuch 
a Redeemer, But, for my own part, I am 
inclined to think, that the living Redeemer 


r yid. Mercerum in loc, 
rid. Caryl in loc. 
T vid. Bolducium in loc. | 
v $ Ultimus Myſorum, zbe laſt of the Myſians, a poor mean 
people in Phrygia, was uſed proverbially of one that was exceed- 
ing defpicable and contemptible. Quid porro in Grzco ſermone 
tam tr itum atque celebratum eſt, quam, ſiquis deſpicatui duci- 
tur, ut Myſorum ultimus dicatur, Ciceron. Otat. 24. pro L. Flac- 
co, p. 785, Ed. Gothofred. ; 


men- 
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mentioned in the firſt article, is deſigned in 
this, and that the words belong to him, 
which, according to the different verfions, 
they will admit of, refer to different things. 

1, Reading them as they are render'd by 
our tranſlators, He ſhall land at the latter 
day upon the earth, 'they may defign the in- 
carnation of Chriſt, and hold forth Job's 
faith in it. This was an article in his creed, 
that the ſame Redeemer, who then lived 
and exiſted in heaven, ſhould deſcend from 
thence, not by local motion, but by aſſump- 
tion of human nature, and ſtand and dwell 
with men here upon this earth. - Thus, ac- 


cording to Job's faith, the word was made 


feſb and dwelt among us* ; converſed with 
mortals upon earth upwards of thirty years, 
travelled over the land of Fudea, took ma- 
ny fatiguing journeys, went about doing 
good, at length died for his people, and 
was buried in this earth. Now it was in 
the laſt days that God ſent this Redeemer, 
and ſpake ta us by this his ſon”: It was 
once in the end of the world that Chriſt ap- 


peared to put away ſin by thè ſacrifice of bin- 


Self. 3 
2. If we read the words as they: may be, 
and are render d, He ſhall riſe the laſt out 


* John 1. 14. Hob. i. 2. CO ix. 26. 

* Nempe ego novi Redemptorem meum vivum, qui poſtre- 
mus ex pulyere (terra) ſurger. So Noldius in lis Concordant. 
Ebraco-Chald. particular. p. 676, u. 1750. where he gives ma- 
wy inftances of the particle 95 being ſo uſed, 
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of the earth, or duſt. Then they ex xpreſs 
Job's faith in the reſurrection of Chriſt, that 
2s he ſhould appear on earth, converſe a 
while here, then die, and be buried, ſo he 
ſhould riſe again; God would not leave his 
foul in bell, or the grave, or ſuffer his holy 
One to ſee corruption*®, When Chriſt is ſaid 
to riſe the laſt out of the duſt, this is not to 
underſtood, as though he ſhould be the 
aft man that ſhould riſe from the dead; ſo 
far ſrom this, that he is the firſt that roſe 
from the dead to a life of immortality: 
God firſt ſhewed him the path of an immor- 
tal life, hence he is ratied | the firſt fruits of 
them that flept, and th e firſt-born from the 
dead; but when he is ſaid to riſe the laſt, 
this, as ſome well abſerve, is to be under- 
ſtood 'of him as the laſt "Adam, in oppoſi- 
tion to the firſt man; ang ſo it is written, 
the firſt man Adam was made a living foul, 
the laſt Adam was made a quickning / Jpurs rit *, 
The reſurrection of Chriſt is a conſſ able 
article of faith, much depends upon it; it 
has a great influence both on our juſtifica- 
tion and regeneration: The whole ſyſtem 
of the chriſtian religion is nothing withour 
it ; ; if this 1 is not true, our faith and hope 


AT 


2 pfal. xvi. 10. d Cor. xv. 20. Col. i. 18. 
. A; Caryl in loc. Lightfoce, Vol. Ir p 279. See alſo Junius 


6. Og Cor. WY. 117. 
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are both in vain; for have we any reaſon 
to expect the reſurrection of our bodies, or 
look for the bleſſed hope. Hence the reſur- 
rection of Jeſus was a principal ſubject of 
primitive preaching, and ought not to be 
neglected now. | 

3. If we tranſlate the wards as they may 
be tranſlated, thus, He ſbull ſtund at the lat. 
ter day above, or over the earth, they may 
refer to Chriſt's ſecond coming to judgment, 
when the will deſcend from heaven, come in 


the clouds of it, and * in the air, over 


the earth, where he will be met by the li- 
ving ſaints, and will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs. This was & very early arti- 
cle of faith; the Jeus ſay *, that che diſ- 
pute and quarrel berween Cain and Abel was 
abour 'this, the one afferting, the other de- 
nying, that there would be a future judg- 
ment. However, Enoch, the ſeventh from 
Adam *, propheſied of it, and of the coming 
of the Lord with ten thouſand of his ſaints, 
to execute it. It was known and believed 
in Job's time; he aſſerts it, and acquaints 
his friends with it; that ye may know, ſays 
heb, that there is a judgment, This has 
deen, and ought to be, a generally received 
truth, That after death is judgment. No- 


© 80 the Particle q; is render d in Gen, i. 20. Ezek. i. 25, 
and in other places. : 
. Job xix. 29. * 
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thing is more certain, than the coming of 
Chriſt to judgment; or, than that, We muſt 
all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in 
bis body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad 

4. If werrender the words as they may be 
render'd, thus, He ſhall ſtand at the latter 
day againſt the earth, they may intend the ge- 
neral reſurrection of the dead by Chriſt. The 
bodies of men are laid, impriſoned, and de- 
tain'd in the earth, nor is it in the power of 
any creature to releaſe them; but Chriſt 
will appear, and ſtand againſt the earth in 
the latter day; he'll contend with it, and 
get the victory over it; death and the grave 
will be obliged to ſurrender up their dead 
to him, who has he keys of hell and death, 
and can at his pleaſure open the gates of the 
grave, and ſet the priſoners free; deſtroy 
the power of death, and quicken the duſt of 
men. This now is, and ought to be, an ar- 
ticle of our creed, which was one of Job's, 
of the Old Teſtament ſaints, and the anci- 
ent Jeu in general, and of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, vig. That there ſhall be a reſurre- 
_ of the-dead, both of the juſt and un- 
Juſt '. | | 


R, i 2 Cor. v. 10. 
* gg is often render d, as in Iſa. xxix, 8. Jer. xi. 19. 


Ezek. xxix. 2. and in many other places. 
. TAs xxiv. 16. 
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III. The third article of 2s aich is his 


duſt, and be conſſiiied by worms. "Though 
he puts an 7 upon man's dying in one 
place,“ Va man die; yet it was no quelti- 
on with him, whether he wbuld dis or no, 

for in the ſame chapter he ſays, * Man that 
is born of a woman is of few days and full of 
trouble; be cometh forth like a euer, and is 
cut down; he fleeth alſi as a ſhadow, and con- 
tinueth not: Man dieth and waſteth away ; 
yea, man giveth up the ghoſt, and where is 


he? Nor had he any doubt about his own 


mortality and death, he knew 'that God 
would bring him to death, and to the houſe 
appointed for all living * ; he looked for it, 
he expected it in a little time; when a few 
years are come, fays he”, then I. ſhall go the 
way whence 1 ſhall not return. | 
Death is the fruit of fin ; God threaten'd 
it in caſe of diſobedience to his will; it en- 
ter d into the world by it; is the juſt wages 
of it; and ſince all have ſinned, none are 
exempted from it, or what's equivalent to 
it; 17 is appointed unto men once to die; no 
man can ſecure himſelf from it, or hath 
power over the ſpirit to retain the ſpirit”; nei- 
ther hath he power in the day of death, and 


m Job xiv. 14. Chap xiv. 1, z——1a, ® „Chap. Nx. 23. 
® Chap. xvi. 22, l 
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there's 10 diſcharge i in that war, neither 1 40 
wictedxeſi deli ver ſuch who are given ta it. 
Such who are harden d in fin, and would 
out-brave death and hell, who ſay, We 
have made a covenant with death, and with 
hell are we at agreement; their covenant. with 
death fhall be diſanulled, and their agreement 
with bell ſball not Hand And indeed, the 
righteous are as liable to the ſtroke of death 
as the wicked, * Tour fathers, where are 
they? And the prophets, do they live far ever? 
It may, perhaps, ſeem ſttange; that theſe 
ſhoul te, ſince Chriſt has died for them; 
and aboliſhed death, and him that had the 
power of it: And indeed, though they do 
die, they do not die like othet men, there's 
a difference between the death of the righ- 
teous and of the wicked ; Chriſt by dying 
has took away the ſting of death, remoyed 
its cutſe, and turned it into a privilege and 
blefling ; death is yours* : It is not inflicted 
on them as a penal evil, or by way of Ru- 
niſhment for 4% bur chat they may be en- 
tirely rid of it; and that when their bagies 


are raiſed immortal, incorruptible, ſpiritual 


and glorious, theſe, with their ſouls, may. 
enjoy an eternity of happineſs. 
Death is here expreſſed by a deſtruction 


of the body by worms, and by a 8 


1 Ecel. viii. 8. ©Ifa, xxviil 151K, CZech. i. 56 
71 Cor. iii. 22. 


0 tion 


. W an — — — ba " — — — — PR 


* 


Reverend Mr. Edward Wallin. 3 


tion of the reins; after, or * befides my skin, 
worms will deſtroy this body, and my reins 
will be conſumed within me. Death is pro- 
perly a ſeparation of ſoul and body; the 
conſumption of the body 1n all its parts, in- 
ternal and external, ſkin and reins, is the 
fruit and effect of death and the grave; where 
the body lying a little while, is ſubje& to 
corruption and rottenneſs. Now by this 
deſtruction of the body we are not to un- 
derſtand an annihilation of it, for though 
the body returns to duſt, and ſees corrupti- 
on, yet it is not reduced to nothing. The 
dead indeed are not; they are not in the land 


of the living, exiſting among, and conver- 


ling with men, as formerly, yet they are in 
being. God will deſtroy not only meats, 
but the belly, not as to its ſubſtance, but as 
to its preſent uſe; when it will be no more 
employed in the ſervice it now is. If the 
body was annihilated by death, Chriſt would 
loſe part of his purchaſe, yea, part of his 
myſtical ſelf, and the Spirit his dwelling- 
place; for the bodies of the ſaints as well as 
their ſouls, are bought with the price of his 
blood, and are members of him, and tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt. Beſides, the reſur- 
rection would not be properly a reſurrection 
but a new creation “. 
v So Noldius, p 12. n. 80. 


See my ſecond ſermon en the reſurretion, in the ſecond Folumt 
of 8/4 Lime-Hrcet ſermons, p. 481, 452, 453. : 
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IV. A fourth article in Job's confeſſion 
of faith is, the reſurrection of the ſame 
body. This he firmly believed, though he 
knew his body would be deftroyed by worms, 
and his reins be conſumed within him; other- 
wiſe he could not have ſaid, or believed, or 
hoped, that he ſhould /ee God in his fleſh, and 
for himſelf; and, that his eyes ſhould behold 
him, and not another, When he ſays, in ano- 
ther place, If a man die, ſhall he live again? 
Which, according to the uſual ſenſe of ſuch 
interrogations, without a negative particle, 
muſt be anſwered, no, he ſhall not live 
again; his meaning is, that he ſhall not live 
again in this world, he ſhall not live a na- 
tural mortal life again, ſupported in the 
manner it now is. And when he ſays of 
himſelf”, that in a little time he ſhall go 70 
the land of darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, 
from whence he ſhould not return; he 
means, that he ſhould return no more to his 
houſe, neither ſhould his place know him any 
more“, nor to a mortal ſtate, or to the buſi- 
neſs and employments of this life; for, that 
being once laid in the grave, he ſhould not 
riſe again * until the heavens be no more, h. e. 
until the end of the world, when there will 
be an univerſal reſurrection of good and bad. 
Fob had no ſcruple upon his mind about the 
reſurrection, nor do theſe paflages imply 


Job xiv, 14. J Chap- x. 22, * Chap, vii, 10. Chap. xiv. 12. 
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any; no man more firmly believed it, or 
more clearly aſſerted it. Two things are to 
be obſerved in this article ; 

I, That he believed he ſhould riſe with 


true fleſh; in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. The 


bodies of men at the reſurrection will not be 
airy, etherial, or celeſtial bodies, deſticute 
of fleſh, blood, and bones; they will not be 
turned into ſpirits, but will be like the body 
of Chriſt after his reſurrection; who ſaid to 
his diſciples, being terrified, ſuppoſing they 
had ſeen a ſpirit, * Behold my hands and my 


feet, that it is I my ſelf, bandle me, and ſee ; 


for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, as ye ſee 
me have. Tis true, the bodies ↄf the ſaints 
will be raiſed /þiritual ones; they will be 
ſubject and ſubſervient to the ſoul or ſpirit, 


employed in ſpiritual ſervice, and delighted 


with ſpiritual objects, and live without na- 
tural helps, as ſpirits; but then they will 
not be changed into ſpirits, or loſe their for- 
mer true nature and ſubſtance. The apoſtle 
indeed ſays, © Fleſh and blood cannot inherit 


the kingdom of God; by which he means, 


not fleſh and blood ſimply confider'd, but as 
either ſinful or mortal, or both; therefore 
this mortal muſt put on immortality, and this 
corruption muſt put on incorruption. 


o. Tikes hi babieved -he-Qrould-rifo-witt: 


the ſame body; otherwiſe he ſhould ſee God, 


d Luke xxiv. 39, 40. © 1 Cor. xv. (05 3, 
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not in his own fleſh, but in another's; not 
for himſelf, but for another; not with his 
own eyes, but with the eyes of another, a 
ſtranger,” as the word ſignifies"; a ſtrange 
body, to which he was not unired, in which 
He never dwelt, and which he never was 
acquainted with before. If the ſame body 
1s not raiſed it will not be properly a reſur- 
rection, nor are the figurative phraſes. juſt, 
by which it is ſometimes expreſſed, as quick- 
ning the ſeed ſown in the earth, awaking 
out of ſleep, and the like. Beſides, the 
places from whence the dead will be ſum- 
moned ; the ſubje& of the reſurrection, this 
vile and mortal body; the ſeveral inſtances 
of reſurrections paſt, prove the identity of 
raiſed. bodies : And indeed, it is inconfiſtent 
both with the juſtice and goodneſs of God, 
to puniſh or glorify other bodies, than thoſe 
we carried about with us here. But 1 pro- 
ceed to, 


V. The fifth and laſt article of this creed, 
and that is, the beatific viſion of God, which 


M Alicnus, extraneus a radice M Alienari, Abalicoare. 


HBuxtort, 


See theſe arguments at large in my ſecond ſermon on the reſur- 
rettion, in the ſecond volume of the Lime-ſireet ſermons, from 
„ 457 to 468. and in my firſt ſernion, p. 398, 399, &c. 1 
ave ſoeun, that theſe mord of Job are not to be under Hood, as 
they are by moſt Jewiſh, and ſome Chriltian auriters, of a meta- 


ptorical, but of a real reſurrection, hich 15 the true reaſon wry 


1 Eave taken ao notice of it in this diſconr/2, 
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Fob firmly believed he ſhould enjoy; con- 


cerning which may be obſerved the follow- 
ing things: | 


1. That the viſion of God he believed, 


and expected he ſhould have, when raiſed 


from the dead, would be a corporeal one; 
hence he ſays, In my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, 
and mine eyes, my fleſhly eyes, ſhall  bebpld 


him. Therefore by Ged we are to under- 


ſtand, not God effentially conſidered, but 
God perſonally conſidered in the Son, or 


God manifeſt in the fleſh. God will be ſeen 
through the Mediator; in heaven much of 


the glory of the deity will ſhine through the 


humanity of Chriſt; the human nature of 


Chriſt will be a glorious object for the ſaints 
to look at. To lee Chriſt on earth was the 


deſire of kings and prophets. It was one of 
Auſtin's three wiſhes, which were theſe, to 
ſee Chriſt in the fleſh, Paul in the pulpit, 
and Rome in its glory. In heaven ſaints 
will ſee Chriſt as he is, as crowned with glo- 
ry and honour ; raiſed to the higheſt dignity 
in the human nature, ſhining with the 
brighteſt majeſty it 1s capable of, and when 
they are thus bleſſed with this delightful, 
deſireable, and everlaſting fight, they'll 
have their wiſhes, and Chriſt his prayers 
anſwered, ſuch as, * Father, I will, that 
they alſo whom thou haſt given me, may be 
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with me, where I am, that they may bebold 
my glory. I would not be underſtood, as 
though I thought this corporeal fight will 
be all the ſaints will have of God, no, the 
intellectual viſion of him, with the eyes of 
the mind, will be enlarged to the higheſt 
degree it is capable of, and the underſtand- 
ing will be everlaſtingly employed in ſuch 
contemplations of the being, perfections, 
and glory of God, as are now inconceivable 
to us, and inexpreſſible by us. 

2. This viſion will be very diſtinguiſhing ; 
it will be ſuch an one as many others will 
not be bleſſed with; Mine eyes ſhall behold 
him and not another, or a ſtranger. Such 
who are ſtrangers, both to themſelves and 
Chriſt, are unacquainted with the new 
birth, know nothing of the grace of God in 
truth, ſhall never ſee him; Bleſſed are the 
pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God , and 
none but them. As a ſtranger does not now 
intermedale with the joy of ſaints, ſo neither 
ſhall he hereafter ; A ſtranger, an hypocrite, 
ſuch an one as Balaam *, ſhall ſee him, but 
not now; ſhall bebold him, but not nigh; ſuch 
may ſee Chriſt in his human nature, but not 
{o as to enjoy his preſence, and be delighted 
with his glory : The fight of him will throw 
horror into their minds, and confuſion in 
their faces; Every eye ſhall ſee him, and 


© Mat. v. 8. b Numb, xxiv. 17. Rev. i. 7. 
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they alſo which pierced him; and all kindreds 
of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. But 
the ſight the ſaints will have of Chriſt will 
be of a different kind, and produce diffe- 
rent effects. 

3. This ſight will be an appropriating 
one; Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, ſays Job; 
I ſhall ſee my own intereſt in him very clear- 


ly; this will turn to my own account; it 


will iſſue in my own pleaſure and delight, 
profit, and advantage. Saints in the reſur- 
rection morn, and when in heaven, will ſee 
Chriſt for themſelves, and not for others; 


they'll be able to appropriate him to them- 


ſelves, and ſay, My Lord, and my God. 
Now, very often they can ſee him as a 
Saviour and a Redeemer for others, but not 
for themſelves; they can believe for others, 
but not for their own ſouls; but in heaven 
they'll fee him for themſelves, and that for 
ever; their un ſhall no more go down, neither 

all their moon withdraw it ſelf : ,The Lord 
ſhall be their everlaſting light; and the days of 
their mourning ſhall be ended *. 

4. This ſight will be an aſſimilating and 
transforming one. Views of Chriſt in the 
glaſs of his goſpel, promiſes, and ordinan- 
ces, change the ſaints into the fame image, 
in ſome meaſure, in this life; how much 
more will clear views of him hereafter? The 
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true reaſon why the ſaints ſhall be ſo per- 


fectly like Chriſt in the other world, is, 
becauſe they hall ſee him as he is. | 
5. and laſtly, This ſight 1s exceed- 
ing deſirable, will be greatly delightful, 
wonderfully ſatisfying, and will laſt for 
ever. This is the reaſon why ſaints are ſo 
deſirous of departing out of this world, and 
to be with Chriſt, that they may ſee his 
glory, and enjoy his preſence, the conſe- 
uence of which is fulneſs of joy ; for if a 
fight of Chriſt by faith now, fills the ſoul 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, what 
muſt a fight of him do in the world above ? 
Here the eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, but 
then it will be, both the eye of the body and 
of the mind; As for me, ſays the pſalmitſt ', 
T will behold thy face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall 


be ſatisfied when I awake with thy likeneſs, 


And, to conclude, this viſion will be an 
everlaſting one, free from all clouds and 
darkneſs, obſcurity and imperfection, and 
will not ſuffer any interruption. The ſaints 


ſhall be for ever with the Lord, and behold 


his glory. 

Thus have I gone through the ſeveral ar- 
ticles of this creed, and conſidered the ſeve- 
ral parts, of this portion of ſcripture, in 
compliance with the requeſt of my deceaſed 
brother, and fellow-labourer in the goſpel, 


Pal. xvii, 15. 
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whoſe remains we ſhall ſhortly commit to 
the grave, in hope of the reſurrection of the 
juſt. His character may noy be expected 
from me I ſhall give a brief account of 
him (as 1 am able) chiefly as the ſaint and 
miniſter, 


It pleaſed God to bleſs him with a religi- 
ous education, under parents, who chear- 
fully and joyfully cook the ſpoiling of their 
goods for the cauſe of Chriſt. | 

Whep, and at what age, the Lord called 
bim by his grace, and revealed his Son in 
him, I am not certain; but evident; it is; 
that it was betimes, and in his early days; 
ſince he not only ads a profeſſſpn of reli- 
gion, but enter'd upon the public work of 
the miniſtry very young ; having been, as I 
am informed, pretty near thirty years a pa- 
ſtor of this charth. and yet died in the fifty 
fifth year of his age. 

He engaged i in the work of preaching the 
golpet Wich diſintereſted views, and not. 
upon any mean, mercenary, pr, worldly 
conſideration, as ſufficiently appeats from 
this ſingle inſtance; having a call to two 
ſeveral CONSregations at one and the ſame 
time, he choſe rather, upon mature delibe- 
ration! to accept rhe call of the poorer and 
meaner church; belicving ic to be the mind 
of God he thovid do ſo, and that his work 
lay ere; ; though at che ſame time he had a , 

1 growing 
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l| | growing family, and under preſſing circum- 

It nces of life. And though he had, after- 

warde, temptations thrown in his way to 

Il} leave” his ſmall flock, he bravely reſiſted 

. them, and chearfully continued in his over- 

Ight of it. n | 

And as he committed himſelf and his fa- 

mily to the care of diyine providence, the 

Lord was not wanting to appeat for him 

in an uncommon mannet. How often have 

E wit others of my brethren hete preſent, 

heard him relate, with the utmoſt plea- 

| ſure,” and gratitude of mind, che luſtances 

| of providential goodneſs to him, with a 

N fingle view to glorify God, and to encou- 
rage-the faith and hope of others in him. 

- His indefatigableneſs was very conſider- 

| able, as appears from the progreſs he made 

in ſome of the learned languages, and in 

other parts of uſeful knowledge, which re- 

commended him to the pulpit and * the 

preſs, and to eyery branel) l converſation. 

Add to this, his Jaborious induſtry in keep- 

1 ing a ſchool, 'at the ſame time he was en- 

gaged in public Work,, and had the paſto- 

ral care of a congregation. 


. 4 
/ - 


His miniſterial endowments and quali- 
fications were ſuch, as are rare in this pre- 
ſent age. Beſides a large experience of the 
. n . a 4, 1 N * ; Ta 4.49 
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